La Salle University

La Salle University Digital Commons
La Salle Magazine

University Publications

Summer 1974

La Salle Magazine Summer 1974
La Salle University

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/lasalle_magazine

Recommended Citation
La Salle University, "La Salle Magazine Summer 1974" (1974). La Salle Magazine. 140.
https://digitalcommons.lasalle.edu/lasalle_magazine/140

This Book is brought to you for free and open access by the University Publications at La Salle University Digital
Commons. It has been accepted for inclusion in La Salle Magazine by an authorized administrator of La Salle
University Digital Commons. For more information, please contact duinkerken@lasalle.edu.

SUMMER 1974

JONES and CUNNING H AM of The Newsroom

A QUARTERLY

Volume 18

LA S A L L E C O L L E G E

Sum m er, 1974

MAGAZINE

N um ber 3

Robert S. Lyons, Jr., ’61, Editor
Joseph P. Batory, ’64, Associate Editor
James J. McDonald, ’58, Alumni News
ALUMNI ASSOCIATION OFFICERS
John J. McNally, ’64, President
Joseph M. Gindhart, Esq., ’58, Executive Vice President
Julius E. Fioravanti, Esq., ’53, Vice President
Ronald C. Giletti, ’62, Secretary
Catherine A. Callahan, ’71, Treasurer
L a S alle M agazine is p u b lish e d quarterly by L a S alle C o lleg e,
P h ila d e lp h ia , P en n a. 19141, fo r th e alu m n i, s tu d e n ts, fa c u lty an d
frie n d s o f the college. E d ito ria l a n d b u sin e ss offices lo c a te d a t th e
N ew s B u re a u , L a S alle C ollege, P h ila d e lp h ia , P en n a. 19141. S eco n d
class p o s ta g e p aid at P h ila d e lp h ia , P en n a. C h an g e s o f a d d re s s sh o u ld
be se n t a t le a s t 30 d ay s p r io r to p u b lic a tio n of th e issue w ith w h ich it
is to ta k e effect, to th e A lu m n i O ffice, L a S alle C ollege, P h ila d e lp h ia ,
P en n a. 19141. M e m b e r of th e A m e ric a n A lu m n i C o u n c il a n d A m e ri
c a n C o lleg e P ublic R e la tio n s A sso ciatio n .

CONTENTS
THE NEWSROOM
Two members of La Salle’s alumni are making
big news, themselves, on Philadelphia tele
vision.

4

A HOUSE LIVES AND DIES
Historic Anselm Hall, in Elkins Park, served
as a residence for student Christian Brothers
for 23 years and as the subject of an informa
tive book written by the Rev. C. Robert
Nugent. This chapter describes those final
years.

9

MORE THAN BUILDINGS . . .
Mark Jacobson’s camera catches some of the
people who helped contribute to the educa
tional experience at La Salle last year.

1 2

AROUND CAMPUS
The introduction of a “Continuing Education
for Women” program, the announcement of
another five year term for President Burke,
and a new intercollegiate league for La Salle’s
athletes highlight the latest campus happen
ings.

16

ALUMNI NEWS
A chronicle of some significant events in the
lives of La Salle alumni, photographs of the
recent class reunions, plus a profile of an
interesting diocesan educator.
CREDITS —Covers by Mark Jacobson; pages
4, 8, Library of Congress; 7, Wyco Colour
Productions; all others by Jacobson.

JONES and

CUNNINGHAM of The Newsroom
By Robert S. Lyons, Jr.

NEWSROOM (continued)

Jack Jones (left) checks film story
while Dennis Cunningham (right)
chats with co-anchorm an M ike Tuck.

If you have done any TV news watching in the Philadelphia
area recently, chances are that the state of the world or the status
of the arts has been updated for you by two of the newest and
brightest personalities in town, Jack Jones, ’70, and Dr. Dennis
Cunningham, ’59, of the WCAU-TV “ Newsroom.”
Jones, who has been co-anchoring the two evening news shows
on Philadelphia’s CBS outlet since 1972, is the youngest newsper
son ever to hold such a position on a major television station.
Cunningham, a member of La Salle’s speech and drama faculty,
is a popular local actor and director who joined WCAU last year
as a “Tongue in Cheek” critic/commentator about everything
from drama and films to lifestyles and current events.
Anchoring a major TV news operation would be the epitomy of
success for most reporters. For the 25 year-old Jones, however, it
will probably be just another step in a meteoric career for one of
the first blacks to hold the top news spot in a major city. The rea
son? Jones expects to request a leave of absence within the next
two years in order to enter medical school and become a doctor.
“ Not necessarily to practice,” says the former La Salle English
major who graduated with a 3.9 index. “ I’d like to join CBS as
the network’s medical correspondent.” Jones, who has a master’s
degree in linguistics education from the University of Pennsyl
vania, considers Philadelphia a “medical mecca” and says that he
has always been keenly interested in medicine. He reads vora
ciously on the subject and spends much of his free time around
hospitals. “ Hahnemann (Medical College and Hospital) has been
very good to me,” he says. “ Although I’m finding it quite difficult
to make rounds with many of my doctor friends anymore. I’m too
recognizable in this town.”
Jones has been working for WCAU since 1967 when John
Facenda helped get him his chance. Soon he was doing “station
breaks” and live commercials, flying with the “ CAU Traffic
Alert,” and working as City Hall correspondent. He also did a
stint as “warmup man” for “The Betty Hughes Show,” where he
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prepped the audience by giving applause cues and other signals.
Jack’s next assignment was writing, producing, and delivering a
pair of daily five minute local segments of the “CBS Morning
News.” In 1971, at the age of 22, he was given a shot at anchoring
the weekend news. “Sure I was a little apprehensive,” he recalls.
“ But it’s an apprehension that never really disappears. I feel it
every time I’m ready to go on camera but it’s gone by the time I
get my first few lines out.”
Jones finds the new business a full-time operation. Seventy per
cent of his free time is spent either reading or watching news. Last
month he stayed home the entire weekend to watch the House
Judiciary Committee’s Impeachment Debates (“The Impeach
ment just wouldn’t be an Impeachment without Walter Cronkite.” ). He’s constantly analyzing tapes of not only his own shows
but those of the other anchor-people in town. “ We don’t just
watch their techniques,” he explains. “ We look for content and
observe how they produce their shows.”
One reason for scouting the opposition, of course, is the TV
rating game which currently finds WCAU-TV third in the battle
for viewers. Does Jones feel the pressure? “ Unfortunately, yes,”
he admits. “ Let’s face it. The station is owned by a corporation
whose business is based on rating points. Naturally, there’s no
problem with my content but I must be concerned with presenta
tion and style. This is a mass media where people identify with
people.
“ It’s not just news but everything is highly competitive in this
town. We have good, distinctive, local flavor. We have the most
colorful mayor and some of the most colorful politicians around.
Geographically we are in an excellent location sandwiched
between New York and Washington. Our educational, business,
and medical communities are top-notch. Anyone who is trying to
do a half decent job in this town is under pressure.”
Unlike many news anchors, Jones writes most of his own
material and spends at least two days a week on the street cover-

ing either hard news, backgrounders, or features. He disagrees
vehemently with critics who consider TV news superficial. “ I have
seen a metamorphosis in TV news even though its a first genera
tion business and the pioneers are still here,” he explains. “There
are no more ‘Ted Baxters’ in the business. He’s been replaced
by the specialist who is not just another pretty face.”
One such specialist is Cunningham whose crisp, witty com
mentary has been popping up at various times on the late News
room show, on WCAU Radio’s Morning Newsbeat, and CBS
Radio. Dennis and his actress wife, Jo Ann, also filled in for Edie
Huggins on her morning TV talk show for a week this summer.
“ I really don’t know whether I like the term ‘critic,’ ” says
Cunningham. “ Sometimes I get tired just going to the movies.
That’s why I welcome the opportunity to do ‘Tongue in Cheek’
satires. The station has given me a tremendous amount of
freedom to do anything I want as long as I make some significant
point.” One of his recent “significant points” about a network
program struck such a sensitive cord with one of the network
executives that he quipped, “ You’re a good writer, Cunningham,
but a lousy salesman.”
Dennis started out doing his commentary once a week but it
caught on quickly and he was soon on camera three nights. Last
winter, after turning down a “ huge offer” to become creative
director of an industrial video tape center near Minneapolis, he
signed a contract with CBS for five nights weekly.
As WCAU’s “ Man About Everything,” Dennis makes his
points amusingly but profoundly. He covers a variety of topics
ranging from show business and films to advertising and current
events like Philadelphia’s recent school strike where he pretended
to read an “empty” yearbook describing how students danced
at their Prom to the strains of “ We Have No Moments to
Remember.”
Cunningham has a Ph.D. in drama from Carnegie Mellon
University, Pittsburgh. An associate professor of English at La
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Salle, he teaches courses in world drama and advanced directing.
He has acted and directed extensively and is, perhaps, best
remembered as a favorite in many of the college’s early MUSIC
THEATRE productions. Dennis met his future wife, Jo Ann
Forte, at La Salle while both were featured in “Camelot” in 1965.
The following summer when Dan Rodden was seriously ill,
Dennis stepped in to direct productions of “The Most Happy
Fella” and “ Lady in the Dark,” both shows featuring Jo Ann. She
has appeared professionally on stages throughout the country
frequently since then, most recently for 12 weeks in Minneapolis
in “Chemin de Fer.”
Unfortunately, for someone with Cunningham’s background,
TV is not the best outlet for “ in depth” drama or film criticism.
“At times it’s terribly difficult,” says Dennis. “ I could give far
more incisive reviews but they would be vocally inaccesible to 75
per cent of the viewers. Instead, I try to offer visually attractive
‘popular criticism,’ keeping in mind that incredible breadth of
people out there. You certainly can’t say just any old thing that
comes into your head.”
Cunningham agrees with Jones that Philadelphia has much
quality to offer (“ We had a terrific theatre season here last year.
The entire city seems to be enjoying a Renaissance.” ). Unlike
Jones, he says that he does not feel any pressure from the current
battle for TV viewers and rating points. “ I get terrified, though,
when someone comes up and tells me how much I make them
laugh,” he says. “ Or when they say, ‘I wouldn’t think of missing
you,’ or ‘I just can’t wait until you come on.’ That’s pressure!”
Jones, who considers himself “ happily single,” lives in one of
the city’s “ 100 oldest houses” in Society Hill and rides bikes for
relaxation. The Cunninghams live in Chestnut Hill with their
three-year-old son, Brian, and have recently taken up the game of
tennis.
But for a million or so viewers each night, Jack and Dennis
belong in The Newsroom.
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A HOUSE LIVES AND DIES
By Rev. C. Robert Nugent

Anselm Hall is a 50-room, English, Tudor-Gothic
mansion on 52 acres of scenic landscape in Chelten
ham Township, Montgomery County. Designed in
1923 by the renowned Philadelphia architect, Horace
Trumbauer (Logan Library), “Ronaele Manor” (its
original name derived from spelling Eleanor in
reverse) was the home of Fitz Eugene and Eleanor
(Widener) Dixon. It is modeled on one of England’s
most famous mansions, Compton Wynyates, War
wickshire, the seat of the Marquess of Northampton,
where Henry VIII often visited. The Wideners, a
noted Philadelphia financial and society family, occu
pied nearby “Lynnewood Hall.” Ronaele Manor’s
rich, landscaped beauty is the work of the nationally
famous firm of Olmsted Associates, Brookline,
Massachusetts.

On exactly the same site once stood another famous
Philadelphia mansion built by the Civil War financier.
Jay Cooke. “Ogontz” was for many years the showplace of the nation and entertained many notables
including President Grant. It later became the Ogontz
School for Girls. During the Civil War part of the
estate was used as Camp William Penn, a training
camp for Black volunteer soldiers. LuCretia Mott
lived nearby.
In 1950 the estate was purchased by the Christian
Brothers as a residence for student Brothers who
occupied the house until 1973 when it was sold to a
private developer. The following chapter, excerpted
from A HOUSE LIVES AND DIES, describes those
final years.

B y almost anyone’s standards, Ronaele Manor with its more
than 50 rooms is a large house —much too large for a small num
ber of people living in it. We can only suppose that some of the
factors which led the Christian Brothers to sell the house after
some twenty years there were also at work in Mrs. Dixon’s
decision to put the house and estate on the market in the late
forties and early fifties. At least two real estate firms, Tioga
Realty and Jackson-Cross, were involved in attempting to sell the
mansion and estate.
By that time both of the Dixon children were grown, and the
daughter, Eleanor, had already married. Certainly it must have
become increasingly more difficult to find people willing to work
for the family and live on the property, although many of the
family’s faithful employees remained with Mrs. Dixon until the
very last days of Ronaele Manor.
More important, however, is the fact that the style of gracious
and elegant living represented in the manor had faded from the
American scene. Other estates and mansions stood mute testi
mony to the fact that the glitter of wealthy, social living in such
a grand style, could not really survive the inroads of social change
which had great difficulty in accepting so much spendor amid so
much need in society. There are other “ Ronaele Manors” some
even on a larger and more pretentious scale such as the estates
belonging to the Lorimers, Wideners, Cassatts, Harrisons,
Stotesburys, Curtis’ and Zantzingers —all of which have been
transformed into institutional use or have suffered the ravages of
time and vandalism.
A flyer describing the mansion and surrounding 114-acre estate
which was placed on the market in 1949 notes that “ no finer
example of good taste in living exists.” Included in the sale at that
time was a 12-car garage, 8 cottages, greenhouses, tennis courts,
swimming pool, badminton court and a dairy farm. The location
was described to the perspective buyer as convenient to the city
and all parts of metropolitan Philadelphia and New York, and all
of the improvements were reported to be modern. All that was
needed was a buyer. The firm made sure to note on its flyer that
inquiries were invited from institutions.
There is a story about Anselm Hall that has come down
through the years among the Christian Brothers which tells how
Brother Edwin Anselm, then the Vocation Director of the Balti
more Province and at one time President of La Salle College
from 1932 until 1941, had been given the job of finding a suitable
facility to house Student-Brothers in the Philadelphia area. It is
said that Anselm was looking at the P.A.B. Widener estate one
day when, quite by accident, he happened to cross Spring Avenue
and wandered onto the grounds of Ronaele Manor discovering
(one version says he met Mrs. Dixon) that the estate was for sale.
While it is hard to imagine that Ronaele Manor had a “ for
sale” sign stuck in the front lawn, the story gets some credibility
from a letter written to a Mr. John Maguire in December 1949,
from Brother Emilian, Provincial of the Baltimore Province. In
the letter Brother Emilian thanks Maguire “ for his great interestshown and the assistance given in trying to procure the P.A.B.
Widener estate in Elkins Park.” “ During the past week,” Brother
Emilian continues, “ Brother Anselm discovered what we consider
a better and more suitable buy and clinched the deal. The new
estate is the Eleanor Widener Dixon place just across the street
from the Widener estate.”
Brother Thomas J. Donaghy noted La Salle historian in his
history of La Salle College, Conceived in Crisis, states that the
mansion and some 46 acres plus several smaller buildings was pur
chased in January, 1950 for $275,000. In April of that same year
an estimate of the various buildings on the estate which the
Brothers had purchased indicated that the main dwelling was
valued at $975,000. It is said that Mrs. Dixon sold the estate
to the Brothers at such a low price because she knew (or was
assured) that they would be able to maintain its beauty and ap
pearance. Others, however, simply think that there was no one
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else interested in buying it at the time.
Many of the country’s grand old mansions occupied at one time
by the nation’s most wealthy and socially prominent families were
destined to see the same fate as down through the years they
became the property of various religious groups who would con
vert them into retreat houses, schools, headquarters and living
residences for their members. It was only these larger institutions
that could really afford the mansions and find the necessary per
sonnel to staff and maintain them. It is interesting to note,
however, that in the past few years more and more of these same
buildings are no longer able to be maintained even by the reli
gious communities; and the next phase of their histories can be
seen in their being sold to private land developers or, in some
instances, to institutions like community colleges. With the recent
decrease in the number of individuals entering religious com
munities, there is no longer any need for such elaborate buildings
which were formerly used for training personnel.
The Brothers of the Christian schools are but one in a number
of groups that have recently experienced the necessity of finding
smaller, more suitable facilities. It is becoming more difficult
for similar groups to maintain large estates which at one time
were so necessary to accommodate the large number of young
people entering the religious life. When for a multiplicity of rea
sons the numbers began to taper off in the late sixties and early
seventies, the Brothers soon found that Anselm Hall was neither
suitable nor financially feasible for their purposes. And so in
making the decision to sell the property after a good deal of dis
cussion and much consideration as to other possible uses, they
were continuing a long tradition common to any organization
which must adapt itself to the changing circumstances of the age
if it is to insure its survival.

Changes and adaptations are not foreign to the Christian
Brothers. Through the centuries of their existence as a religious
community they have seen many innovations in their work, their
lifestyle and in their individual communities since those early
days of 17th century France when their founder, St. John Baptist
De La Salle, a rich young nobleman, shocked society by renounc
ing his wealth and his titles to establish a religious community of
men who were to be committed to providing a free education for
the thousands of poor, illiterate boys who roamed the streets of
the French towns and cities. The innovative work and the small,
struggling community grew despite many problems, and eventual
ly spread not only to other parts of France, but also to almost
every part of the world.
In the beginning the group, like any group attempting some
thing new, met with severe opposition both from the civil and
ecclesiastical authorities of the day. But De La Salle and his
Brothers continued to pursue what they saw to be a vital necessity
for the Church at that time. In the end, their insight and courage,
proved to be the beginning of a community whose contribution to
the work of the Church has long since been recognized and ac
claimed.
While the Christian Brothers continue even today to maintain
their basic commitment to teaching the poor, they have also
moved into other directions in keeping with current developments
within the whole Catholic community as well as within their own
ranks. More consideration is being given to the talents and
desires of the individual Brother, and ministries, other than
classroom teaching, are beginning to appear in their job assign
ments. In the Philadelphia area the Brothers staff La Salle Col
lege and La Salle College High School, West Catholic, and St.
Gabriel’s Hall, Phoenixville. Their latest undertaking, De La
Salle in Town, a community based day treatment center, is a part
of the non-residential continuance of the St. Gabriel’s Hall pro-
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Visitors were impressed with the quiet dignity
and charm of this “ architects dream”
gram. The new program is presently utilizing the quarters former
ly occupied by the Big Brothers Association at 25 S. Van Pelt
Street.
Although the Christian Brothers are located in almost every
one of the states in this country, the Brothers in the Philadelphia
area are associated with what is called the Baltimore Province,
a geographical grouping including the states of Pennsylvania,
Maryland and New Jersey. It was this Province that was looking
in the late forties for more adequate facilities for housing their
young Student-Brothers. And it was this group that Mrs. Dixon
eventually negotiated the sale of Ronaele Manor.

U ntil this time the Student-Brothers had lived and studied at
De La Salle College, Washington, D.C., which was associated
with the Catholic University of America. Crowded conditions,
there, however, coupled with a desire to affiliate with their own
college in Philadelphia led to the search for a new building in this
area. It was this need that led Brother E. Anselm (for whom
Ronaele Manor was later renamed) to purchase the Dixon estate
for a house of studies. Brother Anselm was the perfect choice for
the task gifted as he was with a unique talent for public relations
and a remarkable sense of economy.
In a letter from Anselm to Mrs. Dixon in December, 1949, we
get some idea of his talents. “ I thought you might be interested to
know that the Brothers of the Christian Schools today purchased
Ronaele Manor and the forty-two acres immediately surrounding
it . . . We feel that your home with its attractive surroundings will
be the answer to an important need of our province. The grace
and beauty of the architecture, the variety and richness of the
landscape pattern combine to provide an atmosphere of culture
and refinement for our young students . . . Your name of course
will ever be associated with this magnificient creation. We are
resolved to make just as few alterations in the present building as
possible. We realize that we shall be obliged to add another wing
off the servants’ quarters to provide a dining room large enough
for one hundred-thirty persons . . . We are very desirous of con
tinuing the same architecture design for any new additions. Our
concern of course is to be able to finance the Tudor style of
construction.”
In the same letter Anselm invites Mrs. Dixon to return often to
the estate as a periodic visitor knowing that the Brothers would be
happy to welcome her at any time that she might care to revisit
the scenes “associated with so many years of your life.” Mrs.
Dixon did, we are told, return on occasion to Ronaele Manor.
Again in March of the following year, after the purchase of
Ronaele Manor had been completed, Anselm again wrote to Mrs.
Dixon who was still living there and making preparations for her
own move to a house in Chestnut Hill. In this letter he discusses
the refurnishing of the Dixon parlor which had been stripped
of the linen fold paneling, and was to be converted into a chapel
for the Brothers. Noting that the walls and ceiling of the room
“should be restored in keeping with the excellence of the adjoining
rooms” (the dining room and the library), Anselm suggests that
she herself might wish to see to this transformation. “ You know
better than we do how this room ought to be restored in order that
it might sustain the excellent form and finish so manifest in every
thing in Ronaele Manor.” Anselm then continues to ask if her
own workmen might not be the best ones to execute the work
before she leaves the house.
In a concluding plea he writes, “ If you would have the goodness
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and generosity to convert this room into a chapel, we like to think
that the most cherished recollection which you will retain of
Ronaele Manor as the years lengthen is the fact that your last
official act there was to provide a becoming place of worship
where God will be praised and glorified in the beautiful mansion
which you brought into being.” Evidently Anselm hoped that not
only would she see to the restoration of the room in the Tudor
design, but that she might also pay for the transformation.
“ Providence has endowed you with noble ideals and has blessed
you with more than the average amount of this world’s goods.”
Apparently Mrs. Dixon remained unmoved by Anselm’s stirring
words. Nor was she interested, as he had suggested, in being one
of God’s “ earthly agents” in a time of special need. The chapel
was eventually finished in light oak by a talented carpenter em
ployed by the Brothers at their institution in Phoenixville.
But Anselm was not one to be easily turned aside in his efforts.
In November, 1950, we find him back again writing to Mrs.
Dixon who was still at the mansion. This time he was asking per
mission to have the carpenter resume his work which, for some
reason, had been interrupted. The Brothers were anxious to have
the work resume so that they could move in. He assures her that
the carpenter would “ refrain from making any noise that might
disturb you while you would be in the dining room or the library”
(perhaps the reason for the delay), and adds: “ Should you be
disposed to leave any article of furniture, chairs, beds, tables or
drapes or any other materials we shall gratefully use what still has
service in it and dispose of the rest if this will help you to complete
your moving and advance for us the date on which you will turn on
the green light for the Christian Brothers.” (Although Mrs. Dixon
did, eventually, leave several chairs, beds and dressers belonging
to the servants, the first impression of the newly-arriving Brothers
was that she had “ pretty thoroughly evacuated the premises.”)
The “ green light” came for the Christian Brothers on Wednes
day, December 27, 1950. The account of that first day in the new
house is preserved in a legendary letter written to the Brothers in
Ammendale from those early pioneers in Elkins Park. Tradi
tionally it was read aloud each year to the assembled community
on the anniversary of the house.

O n the morning of the 27th the keys of the new building were
turned over to Brother Emilian, the Provincial of the Baltimore
Province, with appropriate ceremony at Ronaele Manor. Al
though the photographers from La Salle College were there to
record the event, Mrs. Dixon refused to pose for any pictures.
About one-thirty that same day a bus containing some 50
second year college students arrived. They had left Ammendale
at 8:30 that morning. After driving up “ the winding, snowencrusted road,” they were directed to the back driveway of the
house leading to the servants’ wing where they had to remain
in the bus “watching skis and bobsleds being carried from the
house to a Salvation Army truck.” “ When ‘Dimple’ (code name
for the former owner) finally allowed us in we took the place by
storm,” and for the next few hours they posed for official pictures
in their formal black suits and ties, roamed the spacious house
admiring its beauty and being astonished by its complexity and
“ planning its conversion to a scholasticate.”
They were, the account tells us, intrigued by the wall safes,
silverware safes and the vault which had been used as a wine
cellar. “ We enjoyed running the elevator up to the second floor,
then back down to the basement and back again like children

playing with Christmas toys. It was difficult to find our way
through the maze of halls and doors opening in all directions. It
was rather confusing to find yourself on the third floor and unable
to get back downstairs again. The more doors you opened the
more complicated things became.”
They spent most of that first day unpacking the trucks and
transporting their belongings to the main house. In the evening,
individual Brothers were assigned to sleep in all the main build
ings on the property for security purposes. An amusing story has
come down from the Brothers who were fortunate enough to find
themselves ensconced in the master bedroom on the second floor.
The account tells of their surprise at the appointment of Mrs.
Dixon’s private bathroom where the room was mirrored “ and the
bathtub gives forth green, scented water.” “The bathroom was
heavily perfumed and the water was green; therefore we concluded
that it was the water which gave the scent.”
The Rev. Charles McGinley, pastor of the Holy Child Church
on Broad Street, and a lifetime friend of the Brothers blessed the
new scholasticate on the opening day. Fr. Aloysius Flynn,
O.S.F.S. celebrated the first mass there on December 28 although
the chapel itself was not completed until February 23 of that year.
Fr. Flynn became eventually the first official chaplain at Anselm,
and was known among the community as “ Flying Flynn.”
The official dedication of Anselm Hall by Bishop Joseph
McCormick (presently the Bishop of the diocese of AltoonaJohnstown) was held on May 6, 1951 with Benediction at 5:30 and
a buffet supper for the guests at 6:00 P.M.

B y January 6 the immediate changes that were necessary had
been made, and the mansion had been converted into a “ recogniz
able religious house.” On the same day a class of freshmen college
students arrived from Ammendale to take up residence at Anselm
Hall along with the sophomore class already there. In April, 1951,
a shrine replaced the nude statue at the far end of the formal
gardens, and a statue of St. Joseph replaced the replica of Boy
with Dolphin which graced the center of the reflecting pool in the
rose garden. In May the limestone cross was erected on the front
of the house above the La Salle College coat of arms. In the same
month work on the handball court was begun.
When the Christian Brothers first occupied the Dixon estate,
the old Steele house (Ballenreas) which they had purchased from
Mrs. Dixon along with Ronaele Manor, was at first designated as
the Provincial headquarters. In May, 1952, however, this building
was needed as sleeping quarters for the large community, and so
the Provincial staff moved to the 8-room butler’s cottage not far
from the main house off Rock Lane. This building later came to
be known as “Collins Hall” after Brother Michael Collins who
lived here for several years as the Provincial’s secretary, a post he
still holds in the Christian Brothers community today.
Visitors to Anselm Hall in those early days were, as they still
are today, deeply impressed with the quiet dignity and charm of
the mansion. One of the early visitors, a Brother, tells of his
reflections in a letter to Anselm. “The new scholasticate is really
an architect’s dream. One marvels as he goes on a guided tour . . .
from top to bottom of the mansion, at the wonder of it all. It is
like being projected all of a sudden to some medieval castle as the
carved stone and wood walls, the arches and paneling and other
appointments remind the sojourner of the quieter days of bygone
centuries when men gave more leisure to prayer and art and litera
ture than to the multifarious occupations which our modern age
of speed has necessarily engendered in the general run of man
kind.”
The “ medieval castle,” however, had difficulty with the local
township officials who claimed taxes on the property due to its
use. After a long and expensive court battle which the Brothers
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appeared to be losing, it was decided to incorporate the Scholasti
cate with La Salle College. On November 20, 1952, at a special
meeting of the Board of Managers of La Salle College, the Col
lege, for the sum of one dollar, accepted the title to the Christian
Brothers’ Scholasticate in Elkins Park including the financial
responsibilities involved in such a legality.
Several months later some six acres of land running along
Washington Lane from Ashbourne Road to Rock Lane were pur
chased by the Brothers for $26,000. This land was eventually
landscaped and used for ball fields; the barn and greenhouses
on this land that once belonged to the Steele mansion, “Caversham,” were eventually torn down.
Life at Anselm Hall during those early years quickly fell into a
traditional pattern of prayer, study and work. The story of those
years when class after class, sometimes totaling close to a hundred
Brothers, passed through Anselm’s halls and lived in those stately
rooms remains to be recounted in another place for those whose
lives have been so deeply touched by the years spent there,
and the memories the manor brings to mind. They were, for the
most part, days of quiet routine in a rather placid existence so
characteristic of traditional religious life in the fifties and early
part of the sixties. The manor was an ideal place for prayer and
study. The splendor of the fall colors on the grounds, the deep,
peaceful winter snowfalls, the fresh beauty of the new spring
flowers, the winding flagstone paths through the carefully mani
cured lawns and gardens, the stately evergreens and oaks and
pines all provided an atmosphere for absorbing the ideals and
spirit of the Christian Brothers.
Life there was rather predictable. There was the daily routine
of religious exercises in the chapel, classes and lectures at La Salle
College and some at Anselm Hall, preparing large meals, cleaning
the house and playing sports. There was always a lot of work to
be done, and Saturday was always set aside for “ work projects”
such as taking care of the grounds. Yet there was always time,
too, for recreation and physical exercise such as intramural
sports, indoor and outdoor basketball, handball and tennis courts
and a fullsized, outdoor swimming pool. Hobbies like photogra
phy, ceramics, painting, music, writing were all encouraged and
both materials and space were supplied. Studies, however, always
ranked first after spiritual exercises in the community hierarchy.
After a four-year college course, most of the Brothers went to
teach in schools such as St. John’s (Washington, D.C.), Hudson
Catholic (Jersey City), La Salle High School (Cumberland,
Maryland, later Bishop Walsh), Calvert Hall (Baltimore), Central
Catholic and South Hills (Pittsburgh), and Trinity High School
(Harrisburg). Others continued on for further education im
mediately in order to obtain master’s and doctoral degrees in their
respective fields. The first class of the Scholasticate to graduate
from La Salle College was the class of 1953.
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B e f o r e the sweeping changes of the Second Vatican Council,
students in religious houses or seminaries lived a life of quiet
isolation, dressing for the most part in some distinctive religious
garb and rarely leaving the house except for classes, trips to the
doctor and dentist and perhaps a period of summer vacation.
There were always the celebrations of special Church holydays
and seasons, plays and contests, musicals and glee clubs, special
visitors and special meals from time to time and, for the Christian
Brothers, a yearly trip to “Ocean Rest” at Ocean City, New
Jersey, for a few weeks of well-earned rest and relaxation before
the start of the fall term.
It was a close community despite the large numbers, and noth
ing escaped the notice of the young students. An entry in the 1956
house diary reads: “ June 26—Brother Director leaves for vaca
tion. July 3 —Brother Director returns from vacation.” !
Class after class came and went. Pictures show groups of close
to a hundred black-robed Brothers in front of Anselm Hall posing
for a “ house picture.” Soon the building was insufficient to
accommodate the growing numbers and increased classes. The
original plan to add a dining room to the servants’ quarters never
materialized. Instead, in 1961, a new, rambling, low-lying red
brick structure was built on the site where George V. Cresson’s
“ Caversham” mansion once stood. The new residence, containing
a chapel, private rooms, dining area, recreation rooms, bath
facilities and faculty rooms, was called St. Joseph’s Hall. The
new quarters were first given over to the upper classmen, but in
1967 a separate scholasticate was established at St. Joseph’s Hall.
For ten years, the building stood on Ashbourne Road facing the
Lynnewood Elementary School distinguished from any modern
school building only by the sign at the entrance and a thin-black
wrought iron cross that was mounted on the facade of the chapel
wing.
In 1971 the building was leased to the Cheltenham Township
School District as a facility for their “ alternative school”
program which lasted at that location for two years. The building
was included with the sale when Anselm Hall was sold in 1973.
The Christian Brothers, like all religious communities of men
and women, have undergone major changes in the past few years.
There are many factors to account for the changes, but while the
nonessential thing like dress, residences, ministry can and surely
will continue to evolve and change, the basic commitment of the
Brothers remains the same. Even before the sale of Anselm Hall

changes had begun to take place in their schedule and dress and
activities. In the last few years the traditional black robe was
much less evident except for the more formal occasions; folk
music had found its way into the community worship and many
of the Brothers were allowed to participate in activities outside
the scholasticate such as drug counseling, religious education, and
a small folk group entertained at meetings and fostered
ecumenism by their appearance at Protestant churches.
Their lifestyle today evidences a wide variety of choices from
living in more traditional communities to small-group apartment
living. While many of the Brothers still continue to wear some
form of black in their professional work many of them are more
comfortable in lay clothes. Each community decides the form of
government for its own house, and there are any number of gov
erning committees which constantly try to involve all the Brothers
in major decisions affecting the Province.
As freedom and respect for the decisions of the individual
Brother is increased, so is the possibility that a particular Brother
might explore other callings. As fewer young men came to
Anselm Hall it became increasingly more clear that some decision
would have have to be taken regarding the almost-empty facili
ties. By 1971 there were only a handful living there, and due to the
great expense in maintaining the house and the grounds, it was
decided to phase out the Scholasticate in favor of a smaller house
more suited to the needs of the program. Committees explored
other possible uses for the estate such as a retreat center or
Provincial headquarters. The views of all the Brothers throughout
the Province were sought and carefully considered. But, finally,
after many long months of discussion, the inevitable decision was
reached: Anselm Hall would be sold.

he house holds many fond memories for hundreds of Brothers.
It is understandable why it was very difficult for them to abandon
the place after the many years it served them so well. On January
11, 1973 the house and the entire estate were sold to Jules Hopman, a Chestnut Hill developer, for $675,000 including Benilde
Hall (the Steele house), St. Joseph’s Hall, and the butler’s cottage
near Rock Lane.
Even before the few remaining months of the Brothers occu
pancy, from the sale in February, 1973 to their departure in June,
1973, the estate had already began to show signs of deterioration.
The grass had grown high and unmanageable. The stone property
wall on Ashbourne Road was toppling; the carved balustrade
surrounding the rose garden had collapsed in several places. Win
dows in the bath house had been smashed and the gymnasium
had been vandalized several times.
The soft, red brick still glows, however, in the late afternoon
sun and the tall, twisting chimneys still tower upwards toward the
bright sky. The leaded glass windows still sparkle with the reflec
tion of light, and the lion and dragon still maintain their lonely
vigil high on their perches guarding the main entrance—all
reminders of a past age and bygone era whose beauty and dignity
and quiet charm still appeal to the hearts and imaginations of the
visitor who might happen to come upon this extraordinary build
ing which sits awaiting the future.
■

Father Nugent, a native of Norristown, graduated from St.
Charles Seminary and received a master’s degree in library
science from Villanova University. For two years he lived with
members o f the Christian Brothers’ community in Anselm Hall.
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MORE THAN BUILDINGS...
MORE THAN BOOKS
“Education is a matter of people,” says La Salle’s Catalogue in
describing the character of the college. Some of the people who
enriched the 1973-74 academic year are pictured on the
following pages.

Campus visitors included Pittsburgh Mayor
Peter Flaherty, D emocratic candidate for the
U. S. Senate, and his wife (above), and Thomas
Anderson (below), president of the Pennsyl-
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vania Service Station Dealers’ Association.
He spoke at a panel discussion on the energy
crisis sponsored by the Evening Division
Student Congress.
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Lynn Marie Brooks (above, left) and her
sister, Donna Lee, freshman daughters of
Dr. V ictor D. Brooks, associate professor
of psychology, became the first twin
offsprings of a member of *the faculty or
staff to enroll at the college last September.
La Salle sponsored a successful Arts &
Crafts Festival
(right), hosted
Phila
delphia’s
WPVI-TV
"A ction
News"
anchorman Larry Kane (below right), and
conferred some 162 "Putting Him (or Her)
Through Degrees" in April.

Adding to the educational experience were
field experim ents (above) conducted at the
college's Penllyn Biostation; a lecture on
“ W omen in M edia" by Jessica Savitch
(left), of KYW-TV News, and a special
program about the college’s popular
sum m er Music Theatre on W PVI-TV in July.

La Salle, Summer 1974
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Dr. Judith Newton (center) discusses new “ Continuing Education for W omen Program " with student advisors Carolyn Midgette (left) and Joyce Johns.

A convincing plan for Continuing Education for Women
La Salle will offer a “ Continuing
Education for Women” program, de
signed primarily for women over 25
years-of-age, beginning this September,
it was announced by Brother Emery
Mollenhauer, F.S.C., Ph.D., the col
lege’s vice president for academic
affairs.
Brother Mollenhauer has appointed
Dr. Judith Newton, assistant professor
of English, as coordinator of the pro
gram which will be available in both the
college’s day and evening divisions.
There will be no entrance examination
required for admission to the program,
only a high school diploma or its
equivalency. A writing sample will be
administered for placement purposes
and all participants will be enrolled as
“special students” until they have
completed 15 credit hours. A student
may then matriculate as a regular stu
dent if she had maintained an average of
“C” or better.
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“ Many women have expressed an
interest in a program of this type,” said
Dr. Newton. “ Some of them want to
enroll in college because their children
are grown and their responsibilities at
home have diminished. Others want a
career to match their abilities.
“ We have received many requests
from women whose education has been
interrupted and from some women who
are reshaping their lives.”
Dr. Newton said that the college’s
flexible class schedules are ideal for
most of the women who are expected to
pursue study on a part time basis. A
child care center, academic advising,
special individual, group, and peer
counseling, and all courses (including
women’s studies) offered in the college’s
full degree programs are available
through the CEW program.
La Salle offers degree programs in its
School of Arts and Science and School
of Business Administration and pro

grams designed as preparation for law,
medicine, dentistry, teaching, social
work, and work in criminal justice. The
college also offers various types of
cooperative academic programs with
Chestnut Hill, St. Joseph’s and
Gwynedd Mercy Colleges, Germantown
Hospital and St. Joseph’s Hospital
Schools of Nursing.
La Salle, which has been completely
coeducational since 1970, has some
900 women in its day school and another
700 women at night. Dr. Newton esti
mates that some 100 women over 25
years-of-age are already enrolled in
the college and added that many of them
have volunteered to serve as counselors
to new participants in the CEW pro
gram.
Tuition for participation in the CEW
program will be $65 per credit hour.

President Burke elected
for ano ther 5 ye a r term
Brother Daniel Burke, F.S.C., Ph.D.,
has been elected by La Salle’s Board of
Trustees to serve another five year term
as president of the college, it was
announced by Brother A. Philip Nelan,
F.S.C., Ph.D., chairman of the board.
Brother Burke, a 47 year-old native of
Pittsburgh, succeeded Brother Daniel
Bernian, F.S.C., Ph.D., as the 25th
president of La Salle in July, 1969. He
had been vice president of academic
affairs at the college since 1960.
Several members of the Board’s
executive committee visited the campus
in March to interview students, faculty
and administrators about the presidency
of the college. Brother Nelan, the chair
man, indicated that there was support
for Brother Burke’s leadership among
all segments of the college community.
Brother Burke holds bachelor’s, mas
ter’s, and doctor’s degrees in English
from the Catholic University in Wash
ington. He has also pursued advanced
studies at the University of Pennsylvania
and the University of London, and is a
member of Phi Beta Kappa honor
society.
Brother Burke entered the Christian
Brothers’ order in 1944 and joined the
La Salle staff in 1957 as an assistant
professor of English. He now holds the
faculty rank of professor of English.
Prior to his assignment to La Salle, he
had taught English at West Philadelphia
Catholic High School for Boys (1949
51), La Salle Hall in Ammendale, Md.
(1951-52), and at De La Salle College in
Washington (1952-57).
Brother Burke has been a visting lec
turer at Manhattan College, where he
is now a member of the board of
trustees. He has been a contributor of
verse and criticism to scholarly journals
and collections.
He has been a member of the Wood
row Wilson Foundation and Fulbright
selection committees, and is also a mem
ber of the Modern Language Associa
tion, the National Council of Teachers
of English, the American Association of
Higher Education, and the American
Society of Aesthetics.
Brother Burke is a member of the
Executive Committee of the Pennsyl
vania Association of Colleges and
Universities, of the Board of Directors
of the National Catholic Education
Association, and of the U.S. Catholic
Bishops Advisory Council.
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President Burke (left) presents honorary doctor of laws degree to Archbishop Jean Jadot, D.D.,
Ph.D., the Apostolic Delegate in the U.S., as other honorary degree recipients Samuel P. Mandell
(center), retired vice president of Food Fair Stores, Inc., and W illiam P. Thompson, Stated Clerk
of the United Presbyterian Church, watch. Brother Philip Nelan, F.S.C., Ph D., chairm an of the
college's Board of Trustees, is at right.

C o llege g ra d u a te s 1 ,1 8 2
at annual c o m m e n c e m e n t
The Vatican’s Apostolic Delegate in
the United States, the highest permanent
officer in the Presbyterian Church, and
a prominent Jewish businessman re
ceived honorary degrees at La Salle’s
l l l t h commencement on May 12 at
Civic Center Convention Hall.
Some 1,182 graduates, including 369
men and women from the college’s
evening division, saw honorary doctor
of laws degrees conferred on Arch
bishop Jean Jadot, D.D.,. Ph.D., a native
of Belgium and the first non-Italian
Papal envoy to the U.S.; William P.
Thompson, the first layman since 1883
to hold the office of Stated Clerk of the
General Assembly of the United Presby
terian Church, and Samuel P. Mandell,
retired vice president and member of
the Executive committee of Food Fair
Stores, Inc.
Brother Daniel Burke, F.S.C., Ph.D.,
president of the college, presided at the
exercises at which another 65 students
received master’s degrees in theology.
Archbishop Jadot was praised “ for
helping his fellowman to know and
accept Christ as the principle of eternal
life, as the meaning of history, and as
the model of the new man.”
Mr. Thompson’s citation said, in part:

“ In an age too often stunned by revela
tion of self-seeking and hypocrisy, Mr.
Thompson has become in our midst a
sure sign of brotherly love, of service, of
a ministry which can only reanimate
unity from within.”
In conferring the degree on Mandell,
Brother Burke said, “ We consider you
an example of the opportunities shared
by all, open to all, but pursued by few.”
Rev. Raymond Halligan, O.P., assis
tant professor of religion at La Salle
College, sponsored Archbishop Jadot
for his degree. John F. Connelly, presi
dent of Crown Cork and Seal Co., spon
sored Mandell, and Brother Edward
Davis, F.S.C., Ph.D., director of La
Salle’s graduate religion program,
sponsored Thompson.
Christian R. and Mary F. Lindback
awards for distinguished teaching were
presented to Edward J. Domineske,
Esq., associate professor of business law;
Brother James Muldoon, F.S.C., Ph.D.,
associate professor of biology, and
Samuel J. Wiley, Ph.D., associate pro
fessor of mathematics.
La Salle’s military science department
conducted its commissioning ceremony
earlier in the day on campus at 20th St.
and Olney Ave. Ten seniors were com
missioned second lieutenants in the U.S.
Army and one senior was commissioned
an officer in the U.S. Marine Corps.
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Brother A. Philip Nelan, F.S.C., Ph.D. (right),
chats with the three chairm en named to direct
the second phase of the college's $5 million
"Program for the Seventies" Development
cam paign. They are (from left): Samuel P.
Mandell, retired vice president of Food Fair
Stores, Inc.; Joseph A. Gallagher, president of
Industrial Valley Bank and Trust Co., and
Robert V. Trainer, secretary and director of
Roller Bearing Corp. of America.

“ Program for 7 0 s ” sets
$5 m illion goal for 19 7 6

La S alle helps form new
East C oast C o n fe re n c e

Joseph A. Gallagher, president of
Industrial Valley Bank and Trust Co.;
Samuel P. Mandell, retired vice presi
dent of Food Fair Stores, Inc., and
Robert V. Trainer, secretary and di
rector of Roller Bearing Corp. of
America, has been named general chair
men of the second phase of La Salle’s
“ Program For The Seventies” develop
ment campaign.
Brother A. Philip Nelan, F.S.C.,
Ph.D., chairman of La Salle’s Board
of Trustees, told board members on May
7 that the announced goal of $3.5 mil
lion during the initial phase of the
program has been achieved, and that an
additional $5 million would be sought by
1976.
“ All colleges, La Salle included, face
levelling enrollments and the infla
tionary cost spiral,” said Brother Nelan.
“To meet these challenges we must
immediately mount the second step of
our program.”
Brother Nelan said that the major
thrust of “ La Salle ’76” would be
“people-oriented,” including change,
adaptation, and expansion of programs
to meet the needs of students now and
in the future.
During the initial phase of the cam
paign, La Salle opened two new build
ings—Olney Hall, a classroom building,
and Hayman Hall, a physical activities
facility. In addition, a new annex of
the college’s David Leo Lawrence
Memorial Library opened in Wister
Hall which formerly housed the college’s
gymnasium, and Benilde Hall was com
pletely renovated for office and con
ference room use.

The East Coast Conference, com
posed of 12 former Middle Atlantic
Conference University Division mem
bers including La Salle, will begin
formal operation as a new league July 1
with athletic competition set to com
mence in September.
Charter members are American Uni
versity, Bucknell University, the Uni
versity of Delaware, Drexel University,
Hofstra University, Lafayette College,
La Salle College, Lehigh University,
Rider College, St. Joseph’s College,
Temple University, and West Chester
State College.
All twelve schools are members of
the Eastern Collegiate Athletic Con
ference (ECAC) and are listed as divi
sion one by the National Collegiate
Athletic Association (NCAA) in all
sports but football. Gettysburg College,
also a former member of the MAC’S
university division, has decided against
division one status and will remain a
member of the Middle Atlantic Con
ference. There will be East and West
division competition in all team sports
with conference champions moving on to
NCAA competition.
East division members include
American, Drexel, Hofstra, La Salle,
St. Joseph’s, and Temple. The West
will have Bucknell, Delaware, Lafayette,
Lehigh, Rider and West Chester.
However, since most schedules for the
1974- 75 athletic calendar have already
been drawn, West Chester will be a
member of the East division for one
year, before shifting to the West for the
1975- 76 school year.
Bucknell athletic director Robert
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A. Latour has been elected president of
the new league with La Salle’s John J.
Conboy serving as vice president, and
Rider’s John B. Carpenter as secretarytreasurer. Temple’s Ernest C. Casale
has been chosen league commissioner
and Michael Trilling will be the confer
ence publicity director.
The conference will conduct competi
tion in 11 sports —soccer, cross country,
basketball, swimming, wrestling, indoor
track, baseball, golf, tennis, track, and
lacrosse. Each conference member must
field teams in at least seven varsity
sports.
East Coast Conference athletic direc
tors feel the new conference will function
more effectively from the financial,
administrative,
and
organizational
standpoint than they were able to do
under the umbrella of the 38 school
Middle Atlantic Collegiate Athletic
Conference.

Four g rad u ate s rece ive
G e rm a n Fulbright grants
Four La Salle graduates have been
awarded Fulbright grants for a year of
study in Germany in 1974-75.
They are Thomas Barger, of Wyndmoor; Joseph McVeigh, of Philadelphia;
Ada Steinmetz, of Moorestown, N.J.,
and Edward Weintraut, of Cherry Hill,
N.J.
Barger, a graduate of La Salle College
High School, will study “environmental
economics” at the University of
Cologne. McVeigh, a graduate of
Northeast Catholic High, will study
“contemporary German poetry” at
Cologne.

Thomas Barger

Joseph McVeigh

Miss Steinmetz, who was nominated
earlier in the year by the college for a
Rhodes Scholarship, will study “medi
eval German literature” in Munich.
She is a graduate of Moorestown High
School. Weintraut, a graduate of Cam
den Catholic High School, will study
“ modern German poetry.”
All of the students, who graduated
from the college on May 12, were Ger
man majors except for Barger who
majored in economics. La Salle has pro
duced a total of 16 Fulbright winners in
the past nine years.

N e w directo r appointed
for g radu ate religion
Rev. Leo M. Van Everbroeck, former
principal of Archbishop Wood High
School, Warminster, Pa., has been
named director of La Salle’s Graduate
Program of Religious Education, it was
announced by Brother Daniel Burke,
F.S.C., Ph.D., president.
Van Everbroeck, a member of the
Missionhurst Fathers, served as princi
pal of Wood from 1965 until 1970. He
has been a professor in La Salle’s
Graduate Religion program since 1965.
A native of Belgium, Father Van
Everbroeck has also served at Philadel
phia’s Bishop Neumann High School, as
educational director of the Sisters of the
Holy Redeemer, as vocation director,
religious superior, and member of the
Provincial Council of the Missionhurst
Fathers, and as an assistant pastor for
the Archdiocese of Philadelphia.
He is also co-founder and educational
director of “ Redeemer Place,” a cate
chetical center for adult education and
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Ada Steinmetz

Edward W eintraut

training of C.C.D. teachers in Hunting
don Valley where 900 people have re
ceived training.

Individual p erfo rm a n c e s
highlight ath letic ye a r
Solid individual performances high
lighted La Salle College’s intercollegiate
sports program during 1973-74, but
fifteen Explorer varsity teams posted
only a 70-94-6 (.427) overall slate.
Coach Jack Lumsden’s swimmers
wrote nine new La Salle records, as the
Explorers finished with an 8-5 mark and
strong Middle Atlantic Conference
second place showing.
Freshman Andy Ehinger, of Worchester, Pa. captured an MAC double
in the 100 yard breaststroke (1:02.68)
and the 200 yard breaststroke (2:16.83),
both new school standards.
Junior distance freestyler Chris
Gallagher, of Aldan, set an Explorer
mark over 1000 yards vs. Drexel
(10:16.09), and destroyed the college and
MAC 1650 yard record with a first
place 16:59.09 effort at the league
championships.
Soph backstroke Jeff Hurley, of New
town Square, crashed the MAC and
La Salle 100 yard records with a 0:54.23
clocking for a gold medal in the title
meet.
The other individual college standard
fell to junior Bob Halligan, of Oreland,
whose 0:53.48 timing in the MAC 100
yard butterfly gave him a second place
spot.
Three Explorer relay squads added the
additional La Salle record book entries
in the 400 yard freestyle (3:16.33), the
800 yard freestyle (7:19.14), and the 400

Rev. Leo Van Everbroeck

yard medley (3:39.08), all at the cham
pionships.
On the basketball front, Big Five and
MAC scoring leader Bill Taylor led an
underclassmen-dominated La Salle five
to 18 victories (28 contests), a win total
topped by only three other Explorer
teams in the past 15 years.
Taylor, a 6-5 junior from Tuskegee,
Ala. via St. Francis Prep in Spring
Grove, notched 551 points during ’73-74,
the eighth best single season total in the
college’s history. The MAC most valu
able player averaged 19.7 ppg., going
over 20 points on 11 different occasions
and highlighting the season with a 39
point explosion vs. American U. when
he canned 18 of 22 field goal attempts.
The debut of 6-10 soph Joe Bryant,
of Philadelphia, proved to be almost as
explosive as ‘JB’ scored 486 points and
pulled down 282 rebounds in a superb
rookie performance.
Bryant’s 18.7 ppg. gave him second
place in the Big Five and MAC scoring
races, and his 10.8 rpg. showing off the
boards topped the Big Five and was the
MAC’S second best. His best outputs
were 37 points vs. Rider and 17 re
bounds vs. Delaware, both in the confer
ence playoffs.
In another promising area, La Salle’s
soccer fortunes continued to rise, as
coach Bill Wilkinson’s booters ended
with a 9-5-1 record for a fourth con
secutive winning campaign.
After a horrendous start in which the
Explorers lost four of their first five
contests, La Salle went on to crush its
opponents with an 8-1-1 mark over the
final two-thirds of their schedule. The
only defeat in that period was a 3-2
heartbreaker to
MAC champion
Temple.
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Systems, a division of Borg-Warner Corp.,
Chicago. DECEASED: Patrick J. McGee.

Goalie Rich Hoffman

Sophomore goalie Rick Hoffman, of
Trenton, N.J., anchored by a trio of
Philadelphia fullbacks, juniors Brad
Bentz and Jim Harkins, and soph Bill
Powell, combined for a record-breaking
seven shutouts. Over the final 450 min
utes of playing time (five games), no
opponent was able to net a goal.
Coach Ira Davis track varsity finished
third in the MAC championships. The
highlight of the meet was senior Jim
O’Neill, of Philadelphia, registering an
unprecedented fourth consecutive pole
vault league title (14’6” ). Other La Salle
cindermen attaining gold medals were
soph javelin ace Tom Reynolds
(217' 10” ), of New Cumberland, and
soph Bob Purper, of Levittown, who
captured the discus throw (155’10”).
During the fall, Davis also unveiled a
pair of excellent harriers in junior Rich
Jocovini, of Glenolden, who set a school
record of 26:30 over the 5.0 mile Bel
mont Plateau course, and then a week
later saw junior teammate Kevin Brown,
of Philadelphia, rewrite the mark with a
26:29 timing. Against over 200 runners
at the MAC’S, Jacovini was sixth and
Brown was eleventh as the Explorers
were fifth among 13 competing schools.
On the diamond, Gene McDonnell’s
baseballers won only five of 16 battles,
but junior first baseman Tony Chapman,
of Levittown, notched second place
among MAC hitters with a .407 (22-54)
average.
Coach Eleanor Snell’s field hockey
team, which had dropped all of their
games in 1972, posted a fine 3-2-4
record. Soph captain Sally Harper, of
Lafayette Hill, and junior Judy Blanco
of Levittown, keynoted the offensive
attack while junior Marianne Dooley, of
Levittown, had a fine season in the goal.
The Explorer volleyball varsity under
the direction of coach Marge Kreibel
refused to follow the first year pattern of
a new sport. Led by seniors Val Mazzocchi and Jean Wall, of Philadelphia,
and Donna Joos, of Flourtown, the La
Salle volleyballers rebounded from four
early season defeats to win five of their
last six outings and earn a post-season
invite to the Philadelphia area Class C
Tourney.
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John B. Roedig

’3 9
DECEASED: Thomas M. Baddick

40

'40

Daniel W. Pennick was elected a member of
the board of directors of the National
Alcoholic Beverage Control Association,
Miami, FI.

Norman Grekin has been named general
manager of the Hilton Inn, Northeast Phila
delphia. John B. Roedig has rejoined N. W.
Ayer & Son, New York, as vice president of
finance and administration.

’5 4
’4 3
Aaron Bannett, M.D. has been appointed
chairman of the division of surgery, at
Philadelphia’s Albert Einstein Medical Cen
ter, Northern Division.

49

'49

Fred A. DeGroot has been named assistant
track coach of the University of Pittsburgh.
DECEASED: Theodore Farrell.
Thomas P.
Callahan

’5 0

Timothy W. Callahan

Timothy W. Callahan was promoted to senior
vice president and general counsel of First
Pennsylvania Corp., Philadelphia.

John P. Davis

Robert L. Bohrer has been promoted to vice
president of the First Pennsylvania Corp.
Thomas P. Callahan has been appointed
comptroller of ESB Incorporated, Philadel
phia. John P. Davis has been promoted to
senior vice president, regional department of
the First Pennsylvania Bank, Philadelphia.
Joseph P. Kearney has been named to the
newly created position of field manager of
distributor sales in Johnson & Johnson’s
Patient Care Division, New Brunswick. N.J.
Joseph H. Ridgik, D.O. has been elected
president of the medical staff of John F.
Kennedy Memorial Hospital, Stratford, N.J.
BIRTH: To Robert J. Schaefer and wife
Celeste, a boy, Michael Christopher.

’5 5
Robert C. Crosson

Robert C. Crosson has been appointed vice
president of marketing for North American
Refractories Co., Cleveland.

Charles A. Coyle has received the doctor of
education degree from Temple University.
Walter T. Peters, Jr. has been named first
vice chairman of the Bicentennial Council of
the Thirteen Original States. William J.
Quigley has been promoted to assistant re
gional manager of the midwestern region of
Armstrong Information Service.

’5 2
John J. Grauer has been named president and
chief operating officer at the American
Acceptance Corporation, Phila. William La
Plante has been named vice president of
development for Borg-Warner Educational
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’5 6

Russell E. Fitzgerald was the recipient of the
third annual Humanitarian Award presented
by the Delaware Valley Chapter of the
National Hemophilia Foundation.

Alum ni Association president John J. McNally, '64
(center) inducts tw o newest members of the college's
Alum ni Hall of Athletes, form er basketball great
Alonzo Lewis, '57, and baseball standout Edward A.
Czerniakowski, '58, D.D.S.

25 ANNIVERSARY
The Sigma Beta Kappa fraternity will
celebrate its 25th anniversary at La Salle
on October 19, with cocktails, buffet din
ner and dancing in the College Union Ball
room. Call Tim Dillon (JE-3-9785) for
details.

’57
Angelo J. Amoroso has been appointed vice
president and chief executive officer in charge
of expansion, promotion and new business
development of Colonial Federal Savings and
Loan, Philadelphia. Frank J. McVeigh has
advanced to the rank of associate professor of
sociology at Muhlenberg College, Allentown.
Joseph Pearson is quality appraisal specialist
for the Bureau of Supplementary Security
Income, Social Security Administration.
Joseph T. Sanquilli has been named president
of the Pennsylvania Council for the Social
Studies. Edward M. Sullivan has been elected
treasurer of the Philadelphia chapter of the
National Association of Accountants for
1974-75. DECEASED: Joseph P. Cassidy.
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Members of the class of 1939 reunion
com m ittee (from left): Louis A. K. Mellon,
John J. Kelly, Morris Kelley, Joseph Dolan,
and Michael Sharley.
The class of 1949 reunion com m ittee (from
left): Gerald Nugent, Albert J. Rothstein,
Edward Titterton, and W illis F. Braun.

’58

Gerald R. Bowers is a township supervisor in
Bensalem Township, Bucks County, Pa. Paul
J. Bromley has been promoted to assistant
chief of inventory management at the Defense
Industrial Supply Center. James F. Howard is
the new warden of Pennsylvania’s Western
Penitentiary, Pittsburgh. John J. Mullin has
been named regional controller on the East
Coast of domestic outports for PrudentialGrace Lines. Joseph A. Vogel has been named
director of registration and enrollment at
Temple University.

Chatting with form er La Salle president
Brother Daniel Bernian, F.S.C., P hD .
(center) are members of the class of 1954
reunion com m ittee (from left): Francis
Loeber, Joseph Sweeney, George Mason,
III, Alexander Avallon, Gerald P. Ginley,
Esq., Lawrence Mellon, M.D., Raymond T.
Vasoli, and Joseph Keown.

’59

Lawrence E. McAlee

C o-chairm en of the class of 1959 reunion com m ittee
G ilbert Guim (left) and John Veen.

Lawrence E. McAlee was promoted to vice
president, assistant counsel, and secretary at
the First Pennsylvania Corporation, Philadel
phia. Norman E. Oelschlegel has been ap
pointed assistant director on the staff of the
Banking Bureau, Commonwealth of Pennsyl
vania Department of Banking.

60

’60

Louis M. Ciasullo was appointed staff vice
president of internal auditing for Sperry
Rand Corporation, New York. Joseph J.
Francis has been appointed vice president,
district office operations of Pennsylvania
Manufacturers’ Association Insurance Com-

La Salle, Summer 1974

Members of the class of 1964 reunion com m ittee (above, left): Mario Mele, Francis P. Brennan, John J.
McNally, Frank Corace, Kenneth Shaw, D. Bruce Trainor, and Harry M cN ichol. The 1969 reuion com 
m ittee members were (above, right): Frederick Wilson, Richard Fasy, Frank Ferro, Esq., Thomas
McElvogue, and W illiam B. Fynes, Jr.
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- - - - - - ORGANIZATIONS- - - - - - -

Crew Alumni
Reactivates
Gradu-Eights La Salle, the alumni
organization of fo rm e r rowers has
recently reactivated. Twenty-one La
Salle College oarsm en met at M atta
Boat Club on April 17, 1974 to discuss
the form ation of a rowing alumni
organization. Members of the gradu
ation classes from 1949 through 1973
exchanged ideas and inform ation
about the history of crew at La Salle
and the possible nature and goals of
a rowing alumni group.
Head coach Vince Madden outlined
the needs of a com petitive college
rowing program in reference to the
current Dad Vail com petition.
It was agreed to use the name
“ Gradu-Eights La Salle” since this
organization had been organized and
functioned in the past. A steering
com m ittee of five mem bers was
chosen
and
approved:
Dan
M cDonnell, ’50; Bob Suter, ’60; Lou
Oswald, ’63; Ken Shaw, '64; and Hugh
O’ Neill, '65.
Since then, the steering com m ittee
has established objectives to insure
strengthening this rowing program at
La Salle. They include assistance in
recruiting freshmen on campus, w o rk
ing to obtain better rowing equipm ent
and training devices, and re-schedul
ing com petition with the Florida
Crews.
The response and interest ex
pressed by alumni oarsm en has been
overwhelm ing with over 100 pledging
support. Because of this interest a
“ Grand Challenge Race” between the
1974-75 varsity and several “ Old
Tim ers C rews” has been scheduled
for Saturday, October 19, 1974. Other
activities and m eetings are also being
planned. Any crew alumni or friend of
rowing wishing to lend their support
may do so by contacting coach
Madden through the College.

Ken Shaw, Bob Suter (center) and coach Vince
Madden discuss "Gradu-Eights La Salle."
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pany. Joseph A. Laurinaitis has been named
director of employee relations for Honey
well’s Tampa, Florida operations. Walter M.
Mathews, associate professor at the Universi
ty of Mississippi, will be a Fulbright Professor
of educational measurement at the University
of Sri Lanka, Ceylon during the academic
year 1974-75. Francis X. Murray, Jr. received
a D.O. degree from the Philadelphia College
of Osteopathic Medicine. Robert J. Peculski
has joined the Wilmington Savings Fund
Society as assistant manager of MarketingCommunications, Turnersville, N.J. Thomas
C. Tarpy has been promoted to assistant
secretary of American Re-Insurance Com
pany, New York.

’64
Robert J. Brinker has been promoted to in
vestment officer, trust division of the New
Jersey National Bank, Trenton. Michael J.
Kennedy has been appointed chairman of the
English department of Chestnut Hill Acad
emy. James A. Monahan has been appointed
service manager of operations at Philadelphia
Electric’s customers service department.
Zachary S. Wochok, Ph.D., was recently
promoted to associate professor of biology
at the University of Alabama.

’65

’62
Brother John J. Convey received a Ph D.
degree from Florida State University in
educational research and evaluation, and is
presently an assistant professor in the School
of Education at Catholic University of
America. Joseph A. Guinan, Jr. has joined the
sales staff of the Seltzer Organizations’
industrial division, Ft. Washington.
Francis L. Levin

’63

Robert J. Chesco

John J. Flannery

John J. Lehane

Robert J. Chesco has been named director of
marketing of the industrial parks division of
Evans-Pitcairn Corporation, Philadelphia.
John J. Flannery has been promoted to area
manager of Rohm and Haas Philadelphia
plant production department. James A.
Kearney has been appointed manager of
Portfolio and money management for the
Midlantic National Bank. Haddonfield, N.J.
Frank Knuettel has been elected as assistant
vice president of Petroleum Corporation of
America and was also elected a member of
the Board of Education of Madison Town
ship, N.J. John Langan is the author of A
Handbook o f English Skills to be published
by Kendall-Hunt. John J. Lehane has been
promoted to vice president, regional depart
ment of the First Pennsylvania Bank,
Philadelphia. John J. McGinnis has been
awarded the Valley Forge Teachers Medal
Award. He is a history teacher at the
Abraham Lincoln High School. MAR
RIAGE: John Langan to Judy Nadell.

Raymond A. Ricci

Roy Barry was recently promoted to
associate dean of the evening division at
Drexel University. Fred Fischer has been
named sales supervisor for the paper and
water treating chemicals department of the
Nopco Chemical Division of Diamond Sham
rock Chemical Co. Allen T. Fox has been
elected president of the Wayne Education
Assoc., Wayne, N.J. John P. Gallagher has
been elected corporate treasurer of EvansPitcairn Corporation, Philadelphia. Joseph
C. Gambone and Francis L. Levin received
D.O. degrees from the Philadelphia College
of Osteopathic Medicine. John J. Krumenacker has been promoted to Assistant Con
troller of STP International Division, Ft.
Lauderdale, Fla. Anthony Lambert, Jr. has
been promoted to Security Manager at Two
Guys in Philadelphia. Thomas P. McGonigle
has been promoted to plant manager of
Howace W. Longacre, Inc. Raymond A. Ricci
has been named registrar at La Salle College.
Michael Rottina has been named an account
ing officer of the Fidelity Bank. Vernon E.
Schaefer has been named operations officer
in the In-Bank Inquiry Dept. of Farmers
Bank of Delaware. Mark F. Watson, Jr. re
ceived a D.O. degree from the Chicago Col
lege of Osteopathic Medicine. BIRTH: To
Joseph L. Duvall and wife Maryann, a
daughter, Corinne Marie. To James V.
Scocca and wife Marie, a daughter, Alisa
Maria.

’67
Rev. Robert J. Fintz was ordained a Deacon
for the Diocese of Camden in April. He is a
candidate for a master’s degree in Sacred
Theology at St. Mary’s Seminary, Baltimore,
MD. James Guarrera has been chosen an
Outstanding Secondary Educator of America
for 1974. He is a teacher at the Fowler
School, Shelton, Conn. John G. Lemon, Jr.
has been awarded a CPA certificate from the
state of Maryland and was also elected presi
dent of the Internal Revenue Agent’s

Association, Washington, D.C. Gerald F.
Moritz has been named an assistant vice
president of the Fidelity Bank. Thomas F.
Praiss has been appointed administrative
officer, estate and tax administration for
Girard Bank. Frederick M. Quattrone has
become associated with the law firm of Davis,
Pritchard, Cassebaum and McFall, Bangor,
Pa.

Gerald P. Oeste has been named manager of
the Third Federal Savings and Loan Associa
tion’s newest office, Kulpsville, Montgomery
County, Pa. James J. Pio has been named
assistant accounting officer at the New
Jersey National Bank. William F. Umek has
been promoted to the Banking officer, branch
department of the First Pennsylvania Bank,
Philadelphia. Frederick J. Wennemer, Jr.
has been promoted to assistant cashier of
Central Penn National Bank, Levittown, Pa.
John W. Wiercinski has been promoted to a
senior trust officer at the Fidelity Bank.
BIRTH: To Walter J. Poroszok and wife
Eileen, a son, Justin.

’69

John J. Ginley

William F. I.ukens

Joseph K. Cifelli has received a master of arts
degree in education from Chapman College,
Orange, Ca. John J. Ginley has been pro
moted to senior commercial officer, regional
department of the First Pennsylvania Bank,
Philadelphia. Michael E. Grum received a
master’s degree in engineering from Pennsyl
vania State University. Peter Krok has
recently had two book reviews published in
Triumph Magazine. He also had a poem
published in Christian Century and The
Disciple. William F. Lukens has been pro
moted to northeast area manager for original
equipment market products by the Foster
Division, Amchem Products, Inc. Robert A.
Martone has been promoted to treasury
manager at the Norco Chemical Plant for
Shell Chemical Company, Norco, La. Rev.
Joseph F. X. Smith was ordained to the
ministry of the Paulist Fathers Community
in May. BIRTHS: To Ernest E. Dancer and
wife Joy, a daughter, Meredith Joy. To
William B. Fynes, Jr. and wife Sheri, a son,
William Richard.
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Coordinating
Camden’s Education
“ Students today are getting a far
better education than we d id ,” says
the Rev. Glendon E. Roberston, Jr.,
'49. "T here’s m ore of a variety for
them , m ore program s, m ore options.
As a result th e y’re far m ore sophisti
cated, much m ore in charge of th e m 
selves. And if th e re ’s som ething they
don’t understand, they certainly let
you know it.”
Father Robertson should know. As
secretary fo r education in the Diocese
of Camden he’s responsible for
originating, coordinating, and assist
ing in the im plem entation of all the
educational program s of the Church in
the six southernm ost counties in New
Jersey. This includes the activities of
som e 32,526 students in the elem en
tary and secondary schools as well
as CCD, cam pus m inistry and fam ily
life programs.
It is Father Robertson’s responsi
bility to analyze needs, establish
priorities, set goals, determ ine future
directions,
fa cilita te
good public
relations, collaborate with Church
and public agencies, and provide
research, developm ent, and evalua
tion in light of changing needs in the
educational m inistry to all age groups.
Father Robertson cam e to the
diocesan office in 1973 after serving
as principal of Holy S pirit High School,
Absecon, for the previous eight years.

“ Here I’m dealing with people on an
adm inistrative level,” he explains.
“ It’s the kind of a job where you get
intellectual satisfaction but not as
m uch personal satisfaction in seeing
things happen.”
Although their education is much
m ore practical, many students are
finding great d ifficu lty
with the
institutional church, according to
Father
Robertson.
“ Giving them
som ething that they can relate to is
offering us a real challenge,” he
says. " I t ’s not that they are joining
other churches; they're just disas
sociating them selves from the institu
tional c h u rc h .”
Father
Robertson
rowed
for
La S alle’s firs t crew when it was
organized as a club sport during his
sophom ore year. A fter graduation,
while he was working for his father's
hosiery business, he helped Jack
Bratton coach the Explorer’s fresh
men crew for three years. He entered
the sem inary in Belgium in 1952 and
was ordained five years later.
C urrently in residence at St.
Aloysius
Parish,
Oaklyn,
Father
Robertson holds m aster’s and doctor
ate degrees from Catholic University,
W ashington, D.C., in educational
psychology, guidance, and adm inis
tration.

19

Joseph M. Gindhart Esq., '58 (center),
presents gift to the hon. W illiam Lederer,
'50, judge of the Philadelphia common
pleas court, at Alumni Law Society
Reception honoring judges recently raised
to the bench on April 21. Watching are
Judge Joseph Walsh, '52, of the Delaware
superior
court;
and Judges
Francis
Cosgrove, ’36, and Edward G. Mekel, '55,
both of the Philadelphia municipal court.
Members of the 1954 NCAA Basketball
cham pions who attended class reunion
were (from left): Fran O'Malley, Frank
Blatcher, John Yodsnukas, coach Ken
Loeffler, Tom Gola, Frank O'Hara, Charlie
Greenberg, and John Moosebrugger.

70

72

Thomas M. Butler received a Ph D. degree
in molecular biology from the University of
Pennsylvania. Vincent F. Carr, Michael N.
Dubroff, Richard G. Tucker, and Gerald A.
Fishman received D.O. degrees from the
Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medi
cine. Larry J. DiGiovanni has joined the em
ployee relations department of ICI America
Inc., Wilmington, Del. Charles R. Maratea
has received a J.D. degree from Rutgers
University School of Law. Edward J. Rodgers
has been elected a vice-president of Industrial
Valley Bank and Trust Company, Philadel
phia. Guy A. Roman, Jr. has received a mas
ter’s degree in English from Trenton State
College. Raymond E. Rysak has received an
MEd degree in Mathematics from Pennsyl
vania State University. Philip J. LiVolsi was
admitted to the Pennsylvania Bar last
October and was admitted to the New Jersey
Bar in May. He is currently practicing law in
the office of Thomas A. Lennox in Berlin,
N.J. BIRTH: To William C. Martin and wife
Shelly, a son, Brian Andrew.

Edward T. Kane has received a master of arts
degree in industrial relations from St. Francis
College, Loretto, Pa. Samuel U. Murrain has
been certified as a professional engineer by
the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. Robert
J. Weicke has been elected operations officer,
Group Financial Dept, of the First Pennsyl
vania Company. MARRIAGE: Greg. Rollins
to Sandra L. Schurig. Donald E. Hilbert to
Kathleen E. McCann.
John L. Biesz has received a master’s degree
in business administration from Drexel Uni
versity and is employed as vice president in
charge of production, Worne Biochemicals,
Inc. Daniel A. Lavner has received a federal
grant in cooperation with the school district
of Philadelphia for Bi-Lingual Principal
Certification at Temple University. John F.
Slanga, Jr. has joined the Fidelity Bank as an
accounting officer. Paul E. Towhey has been
promoted to controller of Philadelphia Manu
facturers Mutual Insurance Company. MAR
RIAGE: George E. Haynes to Karen P.
McGrail. DECEASED: CorinneTaylor.

MOVING?
Name
I f y o u r m a i l i n g add re s s w i l l
ch a n g e in t he n e x t 2-3 mo n th s,
or i f thi s issue is a d d re s se d to
y o u r son a n d he no l o n g e r
m a in t a in s his p e r m a n e n t ad
dress a t y o u r hom e, p le a s e help
us keep o u r m a i l i n g addre ss es
u p - t o - d a t e b y:

1
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Richard F. News

Robert C. Dziengeleski has been named an
international officer of the Fidelity Bank.
Thomas A. Pierce has been awarded a teach
ing assistantship at the University of Rhode
Island where he is matriculating for the mas
ter’s degree in geology. Second Lieut. Richard
F. News made his first solo flight in a Navy
aircraft in Pensacola, Fl.
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Eugene G. Cattie

PRINT y o u r f u l l n a m e,
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the bac k co v e r o f this
issue a n d m a il to the
A l u m n i Office, La Salle
Co lle ge, Phila , Penna
19141
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ATTACH LABEL HERE
Eugene G. Cattie has been named director of
financial aid at La Salle College. David
Reynolds has been appointed director of
reliability and quality at RCA, Cherry Hill.
N.J. MARRIAGE: Edward Jay Haaz to
Cyndi Lee Glauser. Sandra L. Schurig to
Greg Rollins.

God wove a web of liveliness,
Of clouds and stars and birds,
But made not anything at all
So beautiful as words. ”
-Anna Hempstead Branch ( 1874-1937)
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